WEAPONS RELEASE
Release of a weapon is by court order or in accordance with Arizona Rules of Court - Maricopa County Local Rule 2.8(d) or Rules of Criminal Procedure 28.1 and 28.2.
When a case is no longer subject to modification, the exhibit is returned to the seizing agency.  In the presence of the seizing agency, the exhibits clerk verifies the security exhibit, obtains the signature of release on the “Exhibits & Classified Materials Disposition of Exhibits” form (DEW) and transfers the possession of the weapon to the seizing agency.  Update ETS (Exhibit Tracking System) changing the status from “in storage” to “released”.
Release of a weapon not associated to Maricopa County Local Rule 2.8(d) or Rules of Criminal Procedure 28.1 and 28.2 can be released to a designated party or seizing agency only by court order.
The exhibits supervisor and/or exhibits team lead will not release a weapon directly to a designated party identified in the court order.  All weapons released shall be conducted through the Sheriff's Office Security and Transportation Division.

Prior to releasing the weapon to a private individual or designated party of record, the exhibits supervisor and/or exhibits team lead notifies the Sheriff’s Office Security and Transportation Division at (602) 876-1082 to request an escort.  The exhibits supervisor and/or exhibits team lead informs the Sheriff’s Office Security and Transportation Division that a release, by order of the court, will take place involving a potentially dangerous weapon.

Provide a copy of the court order to the sheriff’s deputy and release the weapon into the temporary custody of the deputy.  The sheriff's deputy transports the weapon out of the building and releases the weapon to the designated party.
Processing the weapons release:

· Verify the order

· Request and authenticate the identity of the party

· Initiate and prepare the “Permanent Release Receipt” in ETS
· Obtain the signature from the designated party identified in the court order

· The party enters their current address and telephone number
· List the form of identification used

· The exhibits clerk signs the form under “Receiving Clerk Signature”

· File-in the document and send to docket for inclusion into the case record

If an exhibits clerk is releasing an exhibit and is unsure if it is a potentially dangerous weapon, immediately notify the exhibits supervisor, court operations administrator, and/or deputy director.
Potential Weapons Guidelines
The following guidelines are furnished to assist in making a determination of what property could be considered a potential weapon.  However, these are only guidelines and common sense should prevail.

FIREARMS:  Any weapon from which a shot may be fired by force of an explosion; including starter pistols, BB guns and flare pistols.

KNIVES:  Locking blade knives, such as Buck knives and hunting knives; fixed blade knives, such as paring knives, steak knives, swords, sabers, etc.’ and other knives with a blade length of three inches or longer and/or martial arts devices.

EXPLOSIVES/AMMUNITION/FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS:  All tear gas, mace and similar chemicals and gases whether in a pistol, canister or other container.  Other disabling devices such as electronic stunning/shocking devices (stun guns).
BLUDGEONS:  Blackjacks, billy clubs or similar instruments.

OTHER ARTICLES:  Such items as ice picks, straight razors, razor blades, large scissors, even though not commonly thought of as a weapon but could be used as a potential weapon.  This includes toy guns, gun lighters, “dummy” weapons or grenades.
